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The Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights, Geneva,
Please circulate this letter to Independent Expert on Minority Issues and the Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions
Dear Sir/madam,
Re

TOMORROW IS THE DAY FOR CAMPAIGN TO SAVE OUR MOTHER TONGUE –
AZERBAIJANI TURKIC

Tomorrow (23 September 2006) is the day for the test case of saving the mother tongue of Southern Azerbaijanis
undermined by Iranian racist policies. For more than 80 years, our nation has endured unworthy racist attacks and the
decline or even deterioration of our language and culture.
Today and for the last few days, the situation in Southern Azerbaijan has been tense and this has been confirmed to
us by our reliable sources. Translated Documents 1 and 2 provide you a graphic picture of the situation.
Recent events, particularly the May 2006 mass protests culminated in the formation of a mandate that our nation
demands resolutely the reinstatement of the official status of our language. Thus, the campaign planned for 23
September 2006 is an expression of this mandate.
The right for education in mother tongue has been conferred by the universal declarations of human rights and their
subsequent resolutions. The preservation of our mother tongue has become a test case for human rights declarations.
If the existence of our mother tongue is at stake tomorrow, so is the integrity of human rights.
As shown by our previous letters in the course of the last two weeks, the Iranian authorities have braced themselves
to repress the legitimate demands of our nation by issuing more arbitrary sentences, resorting to more detentions, and
going ever deeper in their disinformation crafts. These authorities have demonstrated that they are not worthy of
acting in restraint but it is time for credible human rights organisations such as yours to issue stern warning to Iranian
authorities to remind them what it takes to be civilised, i.e. the respect for human rights.
The slogan of Southern Azerbaijan is that “Tomorrow is ours.” We may lose one battle or two in securing our future
but a nation struggling against racism cannot and must not lose the war. As the struggle against racism is a cause for
humanity and always a test case for human rights, hopefully our struggle is hand in hand with your organisation.
Your support for our right to education in our mother tongue is your vote of confidence in human rights. We are
confident that you have already conveyed our complaint to Iranian authorities. In the unlikely case, the Iranian racists
will be pleased with your silence. We thank you in advance for your proactive support.
Yours faithfully,
Boyuk Resuloglu
The Committee for the Defence of the Rights of World Azerbaijanis
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The Profile of Mr. Esedullah Selimi, detained in connection with the planned
campaign to save our mother tongue
Name
Surname
Father’s name
Date of Detention
Year of birth
Place of birth
Work
Marriage:
Address
Activities

Prevision detention

No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Esedullah
Selimi
Ebdulhuseyn
9 September 2006, at which time he was reportedly carrying leaflets in connection with
the campaign
1954
Eher, Village: Mirzaelikendi
Owns a production factory in Urmu
Married, one year old son called Sumer
Urmu, Semedzade Street
Journalist, writer, researcher on Turkic languages, history teacher, a writer in Ferday-e
Ma newspaper published in Urmu and a member of their writers’ board, in charge of the
pages in Azerbaijani Turkic, and a teacher of the Centre for Research on Scientific
Research, called Bilim Youl (Scientific Ways)
Active even before the Islamic revolution, arrested by SAVAK (the date is unclear) and
he was wounded by gunshot by SAVAL and after hospitalization he was imprisoned 6
months. No specific information on his detention in this round.

The Updated Table on Recent Detentions
Name SURNAME
City
Date Detained
Further Information
Mensur Jiddi
Erdebil
19/09/2006
See, Ref.: 381/2006 on 16 September 2006
A cultural activist arrested in his home in Erdebil
Shapur Nusret pur
Erdebil
? Ibrahimi
Erdebil
19/09/2006
Ranked officer sympathizing with Abbas Leysanli
Person 1
Maragha
20/09/2006
The name is given but not confirmed yet
Person 2
Maragha
20/09/2006
The name is given but not confirmed yet
Isgender Mirzai
Sulduz
14/09/2006
See, Ref.: 381/2006 on 16 September 2006
Mehdi Vahidi
Sulduz
14/09/2006
See, Ref.: 381/2006 on 16 September 2006
Chengiz Bekhtaver
Tebriz
20 /09/2006
Rearrested
Eli Sediq Beyreq
Tebriz
16/09/2006
See, Ref.: 381/2006 on 16 September 2006
Hesen Erk
Tebriz
21/09/2006
Rearrested
Qulamrza Emani
Tebriz
20/09/2006
Rearrested
Rza Seyyah
Tebriz
18/09/2006
Summoned, detained in Jan 06
Eseddulah Selimi
Urmu
17/09/2006
Detained in Tebriz
Mrs. Pinar
Urmu
21/09/2006
Summoned by the Ministry of Intelligence
Arbitrary sentences are increasingly issued in the last week or so
GünAzTV, the only television of Southern Azerbaijan aired from Chicago is a victim of Iranian interference
with the uploading beams.
No more toleration of TV satellite aerial especially in the Hemedan region of Southern Azerbaijan
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No

Translated Documents
Translated Document No 1 http://xeberci.blogfa.com/post-70.aspx Date 21 September 2006
Police State in Zenjan

1

As we approach toward the day of 23rd of September, everyday we are increasingly witnessing the
presence of the police in the streets and squares of the city. The increase in the police units was also
evident today but more so were their outfits and gears. A high state of alert was displayed by
Commando units armed with machine guns with their tubes pointing up from their shoulders, who
were marching up and down towards the main city squares in singular, dual or trinity units,
particularly in the Saadi Square. Their numbers increased as we approached towards rush hours.
Open protests and distributions of leaflets in the various cities of (Southern) Azerbaijan against the
continuous omission of the Azerbaijani Turkic language from schools of the indigenous Turkic
territories. Thus, 23 September 2006 (the commencement of the new academic year), has been
selected as the day to protest against the racist policies of the government and as an expression of
these policies they have resorted to the repression of the activists of the national movement of
(Southern) Azerbaijan. Following the detention of a number of the activists in the last few days, now
a police state has been created to terrify members of the public and deter them in taking part in the
antiapartheid protests.
Compiled by Murtuz Yaziji, 21 September 2006
Translated Document No 2 – http://www.urmunews.blogspot.com/ - Date : 21 September 2006
Wide Distribution of Leaflets calling the People for Protest in the (Southern) Azerbaijani cities.

2

The distribution of leaflets in Urmu has taken place in recent days calling the nation of Azerbaijan to
take part in the protests on 23 September 2006, as widely planned in the various cities. The texts in
these leaflets reminded the readers of the repression of the protests of the nation of Azerbaijan in
May 2006 and then called them to take part in the protests against an imposed alien language of
education instead of our own mother tongue.
In Urmu too, like many other (Southern) Azerbaijani cities, a lot of leaflets have been distributed to
the extent that nearly all the households have seen these leaflets. In the suburb and villages similar
initiatives have been realised. In this connection a woman activist of Urmu, called Pinar was
summoned to the offices of the Ministry of Intelligence in Urmu. In Sulduz too, previous week two
activists were arrested in connection with distributing leaflets and still their family members have not
been allowed to visit these detainees. The names of these persons are Isgender Mirzai and Mehdi
Vahidi, a taxi driver and a shop owner respectively.
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ﻓﻀﺎﯼ ﭘﻠﻴﺴﯽ در ﺷﻬﺮ زﻧﺠﺎن .
ﺑﺎ ﻧﺰدﻳﮑﯽ روز اول ﻣﺎﻩ ﻣﻬﺮ ،در ﻃﻮل هﻔﺘﻪ ﺟﺎرﯼ زﻧﺠﺎن هﺮ روز ﺑﻴﺸﺘﺮ از روز ﻗﺒﻞ ﺷﺎهﺪ ﺣﻀﻮر ﻣﺎﻣﻮران ﭘﻠﻴﺲ در
ﺧﻴﺎﺑﺎﻧﻬﺎ و ﻣﻴﺎدﻳﻦ ﺷﻬﺮ ﺑﻮدﻩ اﺳﺖ.اﻣﺮوز ﻧﻴﺰ ﻧﺴﺒﺖ ﺑﻪ روزهﺎﯼ ﮔﺬﺷﺘﻪ ﺗﻌﺪاد ﭘﻠﻴﺴﻬﺎ اﻓﺰاﻳﺶ ﭘﻴﺪا ﮐﺮدﻩ ﺑﻮد اﻣﺎ ﺗﻐﻴﻴﺮ ﺁراﻳﺶ ﺁﻧﻬﺎ
ﭼﺸﻤﮕﻴﺮ ﺑﻮد.در ﻣﻴﺎدﻳﻦ اﺻﻠﯽ ﺷﻬﺮ ﺧﺼﻮﺻﺎ ﭼﻬﺎرراﻩ ﺳﻌﺪﯼ ،در ﭼﻬﺎر ﮔﻮﺷﻪ ﻣﻴﺪان ﻣﺎﻣﻮران ﺑﺎ ﻟﺒﺎﺳﻬﺎﯼ ﮐﻤﺎﻧﺪوﻳﯽ و ﻣﺴﻠﺢ
ﺑﻪ ﻣﺴﻠﺴﻞ ﻳﻮزﯼ در ﺣﺎﻟﯽ ﮐﻪ ﻟﻮﻟﻪ ﻣﺴﻠﺴﻞ هﺎﯼ ﺁوﻳﺰان ﺑﺮ دوش اﻳﺸﺎن ﺑﻪ ﻃﺮف ﻣﻴﺎﻧﻪ ﻣﻴﺪان اﺳﺖ ،ﺑﻪ ﺻﻮرت اﻧﻔﺮادﯼ ﻳﺎ دو
ﻧﻔﺮﻩ و ﺳﻪ ﻧﻔﺮﻩ ﺑﻪ ﺣﺎل ﺁﻣﺎدﻩ ﺑﺎش اﻳﺴﺘﺎدﻩ اﻧﺪ و ﺑﺎ ﺷﻠﻮغ ﺗﺮ ﺷﺪن ﺷﻬﺮ ﺑﻪ ﺗﻌﺪاد اﻳﺸﺎن اﻓﺰودﻩ ﻣﯽ ﺷﻮد.
اﻋﻼم ﻋﻠﻨﯽ اﻋﺘﺮاﺿﻬﺎ و ﭘﺨﺶ اﻋﻼﻣﻴﻪ در ﺷﻬﺮهﺎﯼ ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻒ ﺁدرﺑﺎﻳﺠﺎن در اﻋﺘﺮاض ﺑﻪ اﺳﺘﻤﺮار ﺣﺪف زﺑﺎن ﺗﺮﮐﯽ از ﻣﺪارس
ﻣﻨﺎﻃﻖ ﺗﺮﮎ ﻧﺸﻴﻦ و ﻣﻌﻴﻦ ﮐﺮدن روز اول ﻣﻬﺮ ﺑﺮاﯼ اﻋﺘﺮاض ﺑﻪ ﺣﮑﻮﻣﺖ ﺑﻪ ﺧﺎﻃﺮ ﺳﻴﺎﺳﺖ هﺎﯼ ﻧﮋادﭘﺮﺳﺘﺎﻧﻪ اش در ﻣﻮرد
زﺑﺎن ﺗﺮﮐﯽ ﺳﺒﺐ ﮔﺸﺘﻪ اﺳﺖ ﮐﻪ در روزهﺎﯼ اﺧﻴﺮ ﻓﺸﺎر ﺑﺮ ﻓﻌﺎﻻن ﺣﺮﮐﺖ ﻣﻠﯽ ﺁدرﺑﺎﻳﺠﺎن ﺑﻴﺸﺘﺮ ﺷﻮد.ﺑﻪ دﻧﺒﺎل دﺳﺘﮕﻴﺮﯼ ﺑﺮﺧﯽ
از ﻓﻌﺎﻻن در روزهﺎﯼ ﮔﺬﺷﺘﻪ اﻳﻨﮏ ﺑﺎ ﭘﻠﻴﺴﯽ ﺳﺎﺧﺘﻦ ﺟﻮ ﺷﻬﺮهﺎ ﺳﻌﯽ در اﻳﺠﺎد رﻋﺐ و وﺣﺸﺖ ﻋﻤﻮﻣﯽ دارﻧﺪ ﺗﺎ از ﺑﺮﮔﺰارﯼ
ﺗﻈﺎهﺮات و اﺟﺘﻤﺎﻋﺎت اﻋﺘﺮاﺿﯽ ﻧﺴﺒﺖ ﺑﻪ ﺁﭘﺎرﺗﺎﻳﺪ زﺑﺎﻧﯽ ﺣﺎﮐﻢ ﺟﻠﻮﮔﻴﺮﯼ ﺷﻮد.
ﺳﺎﻋﺖ  ١٧:٥٤ﺗﻮﺳﻂ ﻣﻮرﺗﻮز ﻳﺎزﻳﺠﯽ 85/06/30ﻧﻮﺷﺘﻪ ﺷﺪﻩ در
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Document No 2: http://www.urmunews.blogspot.com/ Date : 21 September 2006

9.21.2006
ﭘﺨﺶ ﮔﺴﺘﺮدﻩ اﻋﻼﻣﻴﻪ هﺎي دﻋﻮت ﺑﻪ ﺷﺮآﺖ در ﺗﻈﺎهﺮات در ﺷﻬﺮ هﺎي ﺁذرﺑﺎﻳﺠﺎن
اورﻣﻮ -در روزهﺎي اﺧﻴﺮ اﻋﻼﻣﻴﻪ هﺎي دﻋﻮت ﻣﻠﺖ ﺁذرﺑﺎﻳﺠﺎن ﺑﺮاي ﺷﺮآﺖ در ﺗﻈﺎهﺮات اﻋﺘﺮاض ﺁﻣﻴﺰ روز ﺷﻨﺒﻪ اول
ﻣﻬﺮﻣﺎﻩ  ١٣٨٥در ﺷﻬﺮهﺎي ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻒ ﺑﻪ ﺷﻜﻞ وﺳﻴﻌﻲ ﭘﺨﺶ ﮔﺮدﻳﺪﻩ اﺳﺖ .در ﻣﺘﻦ اﻳﻦ اﻋﻼﻣﻴﻪ هﺎ ﺿﻤﻦ اﺷﺎرﻩ ﺑﻪ ﺳﺮآﻮب ﺧﻮﻧﻴﻦ
ﺗﻈﺎهﺮات ﺧﺮداد ﻣﺎﻩ ﻣﻠﺖ ﺁذرﺑﺎﻳﺠﺎن از ﺳﻮي ﺣﺎآﻤﻴﺖ ،از ﻣﺮدم دﻋﻮت ﺷﺪﻩ اﺳﺖ ﺗﺎ در روز ﺑﺎزﮔﺸﺎﻳﻲ ﻣﺪارس و در اﻋﺘﺮاض
ﺑﻪ ﺗﺤﻤﻴﻞ زﺑﺎﻧﻲ ﻏﻴﺮ از زﺑﺎن ﻣﺎدري ﺑﻪ ﻓﺮزﻧﺪان اذرﺑﺎﻳﺠﺎن ،در اﻋﺘﺮاﺿﺎت ﺷﺮآﺖ آﻨﻨﺪ .در اورﻣﻴﻪ ﻧﻴﺰ هﻤﭽﻮ ﺳﺎﻳﺮ ﺷﻬﺮهﺎ
ﺗﻌﺪاد ﺑﺴﻴﺎر زﻳﺎدي از اﻳﻦ اﻋﻼﻣﻴﻪ ﭘﺨﺶ ﮔﺮدﻳﺪﻩ ﺑﻪ ﻧﺤﻮي آﻪ هﻢ اﻳﻨﻚ ﺗﻘﺮﻳﺒﺎ ﺗﻤﺎم ﻣﻨﺎزل اورﻣﻴﻪ اي دﺳﺖ آﻢ ﻳﻚ ﺑﺎر ﭼﻨﻴﻦ ﺑﺮﮔﻪ
هﺎﻳﻲ را ﻣﺸﺎهﺪﻩ ﻧﻤﻮدﻩ اﻧﺪ .در روﺳﺘﺎهﺎي اﻃﺮاف ﺷﻬﺮ ﻧﻴﺰ ﭼﻨﻴﻦ آﺎري ﺻﻮرت ﮔﺮﻓﺘﻪ اﺳﺖ .در هﻤﻴﻦ راﺑﻄﻪ ﭼﻨﺪ روز ﭘﻴﺶ
ﻳﻜﻲ از ﻓﻌﺎﻟﻴﻦ زن اورﻣﻴﻪ ﺑﻪ ﻧﺎم ﭘﻴﻨﺎر ﺑﻪ ادارﻩ اﻃﻼﻋﺎت ﺷﻬﺮ ﻓﺮاﺧﻮاﻧﺪﻩ ﺷﺪﻩ اﺳﺖ .در ﺳﻮﻟﺪوز ﻧﻴﺰ هﻔﺘﻪ ﭘﻴﺶ دوﻧﻔﺮ در راﺑﻄﻪ
ﺑﺎ ﭘﺨﺶ اﻋﻼﻣﻴﻪ دﺳﺘﮕﻴﺮ ﺷﺪﻩ اﻧﺪ و هﻨﻮز اﺟﺎزﻩ ﻣﻼﻗﺎت ﺑﺎ اﻋﻀﺎي ﺧﺎﻧﻮادﻩ ﺁﻧﺎن ﺑﻪ ﺁﻧﺎن دادﻩ ﻧﺸﺪﻩ اﺳﺖ .اﻳﻦ اﺷﺨﺎص ﺑﻪ ﻧﺎﻣﻬﺎي
اﺳﻜﻨﺪر ﻣﻴﺮزاﻳﻲ و ﻣﻬﺪي واﺣﺪي ﺑﻪ ﺗﺮﺗﻴﺐ راﻧﻨﺪﻩ ﺗﺎآﺴﻲ و ﻣﻐﺎزﻩ دار ﻣﻲ ﺑﺎﺷﻨﺪ.
اورﻣﻮﻧﻴﻮز) ٣٠ﺷﻬﺮﻳﻮر (١٣٨٥
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